
1668 A. E. Pleasant Valley Blvd.
ALTOONA, PA 16602

814-944-9390 • www.starter-cars.com
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PROGRAM
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START

‘18 Chevy Silverado 1500
5.3L, 4x4
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$24,980 $12,980$9,980

‘17 Chevy Traverse LT
96K

‘19 Hyundai Santa Fe
SE, AWD

‘21 Jeep Grand Cherokee L
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‘16 Hyundai Santa Fe
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‘16 Jeep Cherokee Limited
85K
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‘Disneyland of 
Moshannon Valley’ 
will offer family fun
By Andy Stine
astine@altoonamirror.com

WEST DECATUR — A few 
years ago, Cen-
Clear Child Ser-
vices approached 
Mel Curtis, who 
was the executive 
director of the 
Moshannon Val-
ley YMCA at the 
time, about a farm 
in Morgan Run.

“They said, 
‘We have this farm out here 
and we really don’t do anything 
with it,” Curtis said. “‘What do 
you think we could do with it?’”

Curtis’ vision became known 
as Rustic Ridge Farm, which has 
been in existence for about 2.5 
years. He now serves as board 
chairman of the farm, which sits 
on more than 450 acres.

State Rep. Glenn Thompson 
has called the farm, “The Disn-
eyland of Moshannon Valley.”

Rustic Ridge will be hosting 
their inaugural Winterfest on 
Feb. 28.

“Basically we’re going to 
give families the opportunity to 
come in and spend time togeth-
er as a family unit,” Curtis said. 
“That’s really the process of 
what we’re trying to accomplish 
on everything.”

Activities planned for the 
event are still a work in prog-
ress, but there will be snow tub-
ing, a large bonfire area, a snow-
man decorating contest, cross 
country skiing, an ice rink and 
hot chocolate.

Kids will also get a chance to 
see all the animals at the farm, 
which include miniature goats, 
cows, chickens, ducks and rab-
bits.

“We’re going to come up 
with additional ideas,” Curtis 
said. “We work with Penn State 
parks and rec kids. … It’s the 
first year we’ve been doing this. 
We’re baby-stepping through 
what all we do.”

The good news is everything 
will be free of charge to attendees.

The farm, owned by Cen-
Clear Child Services, formed a 
board of directors that includes 
three members from Cen-
Clear, three members from the 
Moshannon Valley YMCA, and 
Curtis as the chairman.

Curtis describes the farm 
as an educational facility. The 
company recently put in horse 
barns, an amphitheater and a 
stage. Free family movie nights 
on Fridays, and live music on 
Sunday afternoons are popular 
in the summer months.

The farm is only growing in 
popularity since it opened.

“We did a fall festival out 
there. We had way over 1,000 
people,” Curtis said. “We were 
panicking towards the end try-

ing to find parking. We were 
parking them in the fields. We 
learned a lesson real quick that 
we have to expand parking.”

Activities that are available 
at the farm include cornhole, 
horseshoe pits, volleyball, 
trails, archery, horseback rid-
ing, and mountain biking.

Campsites are also available, 
and there are now RV sites. Boy 
scouts have camped there in 
the past, and the farm plans on 
building cabins next year.

Future events planned at 
Rustic Ridge include an Easter 
egg hunt in April, a music fes-
tival in May, and a fall festival 
in October.

The goal is to teach chil-
dren about agriculture, and 

Curtis has been working with 
the Clearfield County vo-tech 
school with an interest in start-
ing an agricultural program at 
the vo-tech, and using the farm 
as their classrooms.

“That would be phenome-
nal,” Curtis said.

Rustic Ridge Farm is a short 
drive from Interstates 80 and 99, 
and anyone is welcome to come 
visit the farm for free of charge.

“You can do things and not 
spend a lot of money, and spend 
quality time with your family,” 
Curtis said. “This is really what 
this is all about.”

Rustic Ridge hosts inaugural Winterfest

— Courtesy photos

Rustic Ridge Farm, 5193 Mor-
gan Run Road, West Decatur, 
will host a Winterfest on Feb. 
28. In addition to winter games, 
events and hot chocolate, kids 
and adults alike will have the 
opportunity to  see all the ani-
mals at the farm, including 
miniature goats, cows, chick-
ens, ducks and rabbits.

Mel Curtis, 
board chairman, 

Rustic Ridge 
Farm

Donate Your Car
Imagine the 
Di� erence You 
Can Make

• Every donated vehicle will be properly recycled,
   reducing waste and harmful emissions.

• Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible and 
   the proceeds help provide services to help the
   blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE 
TOWING & TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

Donate Your Car

• Every donated vehicle will be properly recycled,
   reducing waste and harmful emissions.

• Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible and FREE 

Call 1-877-376-0472

a $200 restaurant voucher✔

✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying 
purchase*  - valued at $535.

Call 814-800-1033 to schedule your free quote!

Become a Published Author with Dorrance. 
We want to read your book!

Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years, Dorrance has made  
countless authors’ dreams come true.

 

 

 

Complete Book  
Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made up  
of writers, just like  

you, and we are  
dedicated to  

making publishing 
dreams come true.

Call now to receive your FREE Author’s Guide
855-502-2723 or  www.dorranceinfo.com/altoona

TRUCK & AUTO CENTER

Auto SalesATS

DON’T SEE IT, WE’LL FIND IT... THE VEHICLE YOU WANT!

Selling Quality Vehicles
4WD TRUCKS,
SUV’S & MORE

Open Monday - Friday
8AM - 6PM

Sat. By Appointment

3417 BEALE AVE., ALTOONA, PA • 814-941-3000
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10 - Auction / Auctioneer

25 - Buy & Sell Coins

Honeysuckle Coins,
203 North Front Street
Suite 206, Philipsburg. 
Buying US Coins and  

Currency, Foreign Gold &  
Silver Coins and Gold  

Jewelry. 
(814) 342-0600

58 - Entertainment

Magicians ¯ Comedians  
DJ’s ¯ Bands

Dancers ¯ Bull Riding
Monte Carlo/Casino  

Nights!
Entertainment for Any 

Occasion!
Holiday & Company 
Parties, Weddings,  

Birthdays
Call Today!

(814) 938-2346
(800) 933-2346

www.mikescomedymagic.com

120 - Mechanical Bull  
Ride For Rent!

Ride The Buckin’  
Bronkin’ Bullride!

Great Fun for Parties,  
Graduations, Schools,  

Fundraisers & 
Holidays.

Reasonable Rates!
(814) 938-2346
(800) 933-2346

magicmikesentertainment.com

195 - Stripping Shale

STRIPPING SHALE-  
Roads, Pads,

Foundations, Clean 
topsoil. All types of 

excavating work done.  
Land clearing. Fully 

insured. Carports, and  
garages. 

Killion’s Trucking &
Excavating.

(814) 672-5311

205 - Tanning Beds For Sale!

Awesome Tanning 
Beds  

For Sale!
New and Used.

Save $$$ - Tan at 
Home!

Great Gift Idea,
 $650 OBO

Financing Available!
(814) 938-2346
(800) 933-2346

ballparktanning.com

215 - Tree Service

TREE SERVICE-
55’ Bucket truck and  

chipper. Stump 
removal.

Selective timbering.
Fully insured. Also,

firewood.
Killion’s Trucking & 

Excavating.
(814) 672-5311

230 - Wanted

GC SCRAP METALS
Osceola Mills, PA

(814) 339-6704
WE BUY ALL TYPES 

OF METAL!
CARS ~ TIN ~ STEEL ~

ALUMINUM ~ BRASS ~ COPPER ~ 
RADIATORS ~ CAST IRON!

WE ALSO CUT UP  
HEAVY EQUIPMENT &  

REMOVE!

NOW BOOKING
SALES FOR 2026

Antiques • Estates
• Farm Sales • Business
• Real Estate • Anything!

Free Consultations
Reasonable Rates

Licensed & Bonded
Appraisal Service - PAA and
National Auctioneer Assoc.

Knowledge of Assets
Getting Best Value-That’s Our Goal!

PAT ERRIGO AUCTIONEER
(814) 236-3403 In the 

Ad Bargain on 

Wednesdays

CHECKS MADE PAYABLE TO: AD BARGAIN
MAIL TO: Altoona Mirror/ Ad Bargain Birthdays 
PO Box 2008, 301 Cayuga Ave. Altoona, PA 16603

Example Ad: 2x2 - $15.00

Place your 
Birthday Ad

Sam! Love, Mom & Dad 

60

Sam!Sam!

6060
Birthday6060
Happy

Your Name: ______________________________________________________________

Your Address: ____________________________________________________________

Your Phone: ______________________________________________________________

Your E-mail: ______________________________________________________________

Photo: Please attach a self-addressed stamped envelope for your photos to be returned.

Date you want the ad to run: _____________________________________________

Birthday Boy/Girl Name: _________________________________________________

Message: ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card Type: ________________________________________________________

Credit Card Number: _____________________________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________________________________

Security Number: ________________________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________________________

Email Option: Email all the information from this form to adbargainclassi� eds@yahoo.com
All info & payments must be received at least 1 week prior to publication date.

Your Business Card 
Gets Results!

Contact Name: _________________________________

Business Address:   ______________________________

 ______________________________

Business Phone: _______________________________
*CHECKS PAYABLE TO ALTOONA MIRROR

1 ISSUE - $25
4 ISSUES - $64 ($16/ISSUE)

ENCLOSE 2 BUSINESS CARDS 
ALONG WITH A CHECK*

AD BARGAIN /Altoona Mirror
PO Box 2008, Altoona, PA 16603

in the
Ad Bargain 

Business & Service 
Directory

for the help you need!
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Distinctive Antiques 
& Fine Art in a 
Gallery Setting
Quality Furniture, 
Primitives, Pottery, 
Jewelry, Postcards, 
Artwork, Toys, 
Records, Military, 
Textiles, Tools, 
Coins, Plus more.
OPEN 10AM - 6PM 

NEW LOCATION!

Apple Hill
ANTIQUES
(814)238-2980

applehillantiques.net
2221 E. College Ave.

State College PA, 16801

963 Allport Cutoff 
Morrisdale, PA 16858 

Lana: 814 577 4834
Website: forgottenheartshorsesanctuary.com

Email: forgottenheartsweluv@yahoo.com
1st and oldest sanctuary in the area,  

the stellar 5013C that has been fighting daily 
against brutal horse slaughter and rescuing 

100’s of slaughter bound horses and 
precious souls for many decades. 

 John 3:16  Proverbs 12:10

God bless you for donating,  
helping us help them.

Forgotten Hearts 
Horse Sanctuary

Stephanie: 
814-949-7018

Call 
today to 

join our...

Debt Relief/Bankruptcy
Auto Accident/Work Injury

FREE Initial Consultation!

FORR, STOKAN, 
HUFF & NAUGLE

1701 Fifth Ave., Altoona, PA
814-946-4316

Now Offering Two Locations:
Clearfield, PA

(814) 765-4125
Weedville, PA

(814) 787-7954

Buying All Scrap Metals, 
Automobiles, & Appliances

Heavy Equipment Removal
www.noveyrecycling.com

Now Offering!
U-PULL IT
Auto
Salvage

Novey Recycling

Advertise In Our Next Card Directory!
1-800-854-8228

adbargainclassifieds@yahoo.com

Cats perch on windowsills and the tops of 
sofas in many homes across the country. The 
American Veterinary Medical Association 
indicated in its  U.S. Pet Ownership & 
Demographics Sourcebook (2017-2018) that 
25.4 percent of households owned cats, 
with a total of 58,385,725 cats residing in 
the United States that year. The Canadian 
Animal Health Institute says cats continue to 
outnumber dogs in Canada, where 8.1 million 
cats were kept as household pets in 2020. 

Pet owners understand that there are a 
variety of dog breeds, each with its own 
behavior, size and temperament standards. 
For example, a golden retriever may behave 
much di� erently than a toy poodle. The same 
can be said for cats; cat breeds vary and 

each has its own notable characteristics. 
The following are a few popular cat breeds 
and what owners can expect if they open 
their homes to these felines, courtesy 
of PetHealthZone¨ and Cat Fanciers’ 
association.

• Abyssinian: A popular cat breed, 
abyssinians are elegant and regal-looking. 
While a� ectionate, they tend not to be lap 
cats, but are known for their curiosity and 
playfulness. These cats come in four di� erent 
ruddy colors.

• American Bobtail: This cat has a short tail 
and tufted ears and toes. It resembles the 
wild bobcat. Some say these cats are dog-
like in their personalities. They may enjoy 
greeting family  and some can even be leash-
trained. 

• Bengal: Bengals look like a wild cat with 
their spotted coats. They are extremely 
intelligent and require much energy to 
stimulate them mentally.

• Burmese: Burmese cats like spending 
time with their families and bonding with 
people. They hail from Thailand, although it 
was rumored the cats were from Burma, and 
come in American and British variations.

• Devon Rex: With its oversized ears, the 
Devon Rex can look like a cartoon character. 
And a character he or she is, preferring 
to curl up on a warm lap or follow people 
around the house. The breed also has a hint 
of mischievousness, so watch out.

• Himalayan: Pu� y and beautiful, these 
cats desire petting and grooming. They were 
bred by crossing Persian and Siamese cats 
to produce a striking mix. Himalayans are 
a� ectionate, intelligent and extroverted.

• Maine Coon: These cats got their name 
from the legend that they’re a cross between 
a cat and a racoon. This isn’t the case, but 
Maine Coons are among the largest cat 
breeds in the world and have fur and tails that 
resembles a wild racoon’s. People-oriented, 
intelligent and easy-going are some traits 
associated with this breed.

• Persian: Persians have scrunched faces 
and silky, fl owing coats. They tend to be quiet 
and gentle, and will o� er unconditional love 
to owners. They can take a while to warm up 
to new people.

• Siamese: These cats look similar to 
Burmese, and also hail from Thailand. Brown 
paws and blue eyes give them a striking look. 
They’re quite talkative and very intelligent.

With scores of cat breeds, people can 
undoubtedly fi nd felines that fi t their 
lifestyles.  

Cats perch on windowsills and the tops of each has its own notable characteristics. 

The characteristics of various cat breeds

Distinctive Antiques 
& Fine Art in a 
Gallery Setting
Quality Furniture, 
Primitives, Pottery, 
Jewelry, Postcards, 
Artwork, Toys, 
Records, Military, 
Textiles, Tools, 
Coins, Plus more.
OPEN 10AM - 6PM 

NEW LOCATION!

Apple Hill
ANTIQUES
(814)238-2980

applehillantiques.net
2221 E. College Ave.

State College PA, 16801

963 Allport Cutoff 
Morrisdale, PA 16858 

Lana: 814 577 4834
Website: forgottenheartshorsesanctuary.com

Email: forgottenheartsweluv@yahoo.com
1st and oldest sanctuary in the area,  

the stellar 5013C that has been fighting daily 
against brutal horse slaughter and rescuing 

100’s of slaughter bound horses and 
precious souls for many decades. 

 John 3:16  Proverbs 12:10

God bless you for donating,  
helping us help them.

Forgotten Hearts 
Horse Sanctuary

Stephanie: 
814-949-7018

Call 
today to 

join our...

Debt Relief/Bankruptcy
Auto Accident/Work Injury

FREE Initial Consultation!

FORR, STOKAN, 
HUFF & NAUGLE

1701 Fifth Ave., Altoona, PA
814-946-4316

Now Offering Two Locations:
Clearfield, PA

(814) 765-4125
Weedville, PA

(814) 787-7954

Buying All Scrap Metals, 
Automobiles, & Appliances

Heavy Equipment Removal
www.noveyrecycling.com

Now Offering!
U-PULL IT
Auto
Salvage

Novey Recycling

Advertise In Our Next Card Directory!
1-800-854-8228

adbargainclassifieds@yahoo.com

Cats perch on windowsills and the tops of 
sofas in many homes across the country. The 
American Veterinary Medical Association 
indicated in its  U.S. Pet Ownership & 
Demographics Sourcebook (2017-2018) that 
25.4 percent of households owned cats, 
with a total of 58,385,725 cats residing in 
the United States that year. The Canadian 
Animal Health Institute says cats continue to 
outnumber dogs in Canada, where 8.1 million 
cats were kept as household pets in 2020. 

Pet owners understand that there are a 
variety of dog breeds, each with its own 
behavior, size and temperament standards. 
For example, a golden retriever may behave 
much di� erently than a toy poodle. The same 
can be said for cats; cat breeds vary and 

each has its own notable characteristics. 
The following are a few popular cat breeds 
and what owners can expect if they open 
their homes to these felines, courtesy 
of PetHealthZone¨ and Cat Fanciers’ 
association.

• Abyssinian: A popular cat breed, 
abyssinians are elegant and regal-looking. 
While a� ectionate, they tend not to be lap 
cats, but are known for their curiosity and 
playfulness. These cats come in four di� erent 
ruddy colors.

• American Bobtail: This cat has a short tail 
and tufted ears and toes. It resembles the 
wild bobcat. Some say these cats are dog-
like in their personalities. They may enjoy 
greeting family  and some can even be leash-
trained. 

• Bengal: Bengals look like a wild cat with 
their spotted coats. They are extremely 
intelligent and require much energy to 
stimulate them mentally.

• Burmese: Burmese cats like spending 
time with their families and bonding with 
people. They hail from Thailand, although it 
was rumored the cats were from Burma, and 
come in American and British variations.

• Devon Rex: With its oversized ears, the 
Devon Rex can look like a cartoon character. 
And a character he or she is, preferring 
to curl up on a warm lap or follow people 
around the house. The breed also has a hint 
of mischievousness, so watch out.

• Himalayan: Pu� y and beautiful, these 
cats desire petting and grooming. They were 
bred by crossing Persian and Siamese cats 
to produce a striking mix. Himalayans are 
a� ectionate, intelligent and extroverted.

• Maine Coon: These cats got their name 
from the legend that they’re a cross between 
a cat and a racoon. This isn’t the case, but 
Maine Coons are among the largest cat 
breeds in the world and have fur and tails that 
resembles a wild racoon’s. People-oriented, 
intelligent and easy-going are some traits 
associated with this breed.

• Persian: Persians have scrunched faces 
and silky, fl owing coats. They tend to be quiet 
and gentle, and will o� er unconditional love 
to owners. They can take a while to warm up 
to new people.

• Siamese: These cats look similar to 
Burmese, and also hail from Thailand. Brown 
paws and blue eyes give them a striking look. 
They’re quite talkative and very intelligent.

With scores of cat breeds, people can 
undoubtedly fi nd felines that fi t their 
lifestyles.  

Cats perch on windowsills and the tops of each has its own notable characteristics. 

The characteristics of various cat breeds

CORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNERCORNER
PUBLIC ESTATE AUCTION

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2026 @ 5:00 P.M.
DOUBLE K AUCTION HOUSE
1821 DORSEY AVENUE, IRVONA PA 16656

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: W. German Ridgeway Keywind Wall Clock, 
Happy Chief Chalkboard Sign Stand, Pot Belly Stove Lamp Base, Asstd. Keys 
& Pad Locks, Lg. Assortment of Cast Iron Door Stops, Lg. Cast Iron Pitcher 
Pump, (2)Brass Crane Statues, CB-34 Signal Corps Leather Tool Pouch, 
Asstd. Small Brass Elephants, Japanese Brass Incense Burner, Experienced 
Women Needed Sign, Silvertone Baby Piano Accordion, Colossal Coaster As 
Is, Enesco Farris Wheel, HMS Victory Ship Model, Harley Belt Buckle, Miners 
Bucket, Framed 3-Stooges Photo, Mark II Model M-31 Student Guitar, Jail 
House Rock Elvis Doll in OB, 4 X Box Games, X-Box Controller, 1991 Fleer 
Baseball Trading Card Set, Taylor Weather Station, Verickson Weather Station, 
Swift & Anderson Weather Station, Small Weather Station, WWII Extreme 
Weather Mask, Porcelain Sign, Black Faced Cement Statue, Atlantic City 
License Plate Topper, Indianapolis Speedway Pennant, The Backyardigans 
Huggable Pablo Doll & Game, Sierra Nevada Tin Sign, Brushed-McCoy 
Pottery Colt Blue Vase, Shirley Temple Creamer, Asstd. Spark Plugs, Marvel 
Barbie Comic Books, PA (Fishing Licenses Button 1920s, 1930s, 1940s, 
1950s & 1970s), West German Feco Tight Rope Cycling Clown, Rain Train 
Sprinkler, Sunbeam Electric Knife, Vintage Kodak Cameras, Centurion Key 
Wind Wall Clock, Polaroid 340 Land Camera, Polaroid Sun 600 Camera, TIN 
BARTENDER TOYS: (Rosco the Bartender, (2)Charlie Weaver the Bartender, 
S&E Company Drinking Captain, Captain Blushwell Tin Toy, Cragstan Crap 
Shooting Monkey, Musical Jolly Chimp & Rocky the Beer Man), 15” Cast 
Iron Skillet, BEER & ALCOHOL ADVERTISING: WORKING NEON SIGNS: 
(Budweiser Neon Bottle Light, Amstel New in Box Neon Light, (2)Neon 
Martini Glass Lights, Coors Neon Bottle Light, Yuengling, Lite Beer/Pizza, 
Yuengling Light Larger Bottle, Martini Glass, Coors Light, Budweiser King 
of Beers, Miller Light Bottle, Lowenbrau Neon Sign, Miller Lite Cascading 
Bottle), SIGNS: (Budweiser Sign, Heineken Imported Lighted Sign, Schlitz 
Beer, Coors Extra Gold Draft, The Redhook Ale Brewery, Coors Silver Bullet, 
Budweiser Clock Mirror, Genny Light Clock Miller Time Light Clock, Coors 
Light Air Force Lighted Sign, Blatz Mirror, Miller Lite Racing Lighted Sign, 
Michelob Sign Oval, (2)Christian Schmidt Classic, (2)Framed Michelob 
Mirrors, Lite Ice Sign Lighted Sign, Ice House Brewery, Natural Light Lighted 
Sign, Miller Light Neon Open Sign, Budweiser Lighted Victorian Lady Sign, 
Michelob Lighted Sign W/Gold Trim, Schaefer Beer Welcome Lighted Sign, 
Straub Mirror, Miller High Life Mirror, Miller Lite Sign, Genesee 12 Horse 
Ale Mirror, Budweiser Ice Mirror, Old Grand Dad Mirror, Budweiser Lighted 
Dry Erase Sign, Lighted Bud Dry Sign Open/Closed Bar Sign, Lite on Tap 
Sign, Michelob Sign, Michelob Beer Mirror, Ice House Beer Rotating Sign, 
Budweiser 1968 Hanging Light Lantern, Seagram’s 7 Light up Sign, Miller 
Lite Light & Digital Clock, Genesee Sign, Michelob Superior Taste in Light 
Beer Sign, Miller Genuine Draft Sign, Busch Miller, Seagram’s VO Lighted 
Sconce, Budweiser After the Hunt Lighted Sign, Miller Lighted Sign, Michelob 
Mirror, Old Milwaukee Sign, Beck’s Tin Bottle Sign, Icehouse Square Mirror 
Sign, Steelers Bud Light Metal Sign, Redd’s Apple Ale Tin Sign, PBR Wooden 
Sign & 3D Cork Screw Picture), WHISKEY DECANTERS: (Jim Beam 6 Pc. 
Whiskey Decanter Train (2)Jim Beam, Jim Beam Statue of Liberty Decanter 
Wooden Horse Shaped Decanter Set, Group of 4 Jim Beam Foxes Decanter 
Jim Bean Decanter Ashtray & Other Asstd. Jim Beam Whiskey Decanters ), 
Harley Davidson Shot Glasses, Beer Keg Tap, w/Yuengling Handle, Busch 
Lighted Clock, Miller Beer Clock, Gas Pump Liquor Dispenser, Miller Cash 
Register Topper, Sin City Whiskey Flask Coors Bottle Bank, Neon Miller Lite 
Sign As Is, Guinness Beer Clock, Budweiser Clock , Dewar’s While Label 
Scotch Whiskey Figure in OB, Miller High Lite Ceramic Sign, Pr. of Rolling 
Rock Chalkware Horses, Four Roses Whiskey Clock, Miller Sign, Deer Wine 
Bottle Holder, Walker’s Deluxe Bourbon Light, Miller Lite Beer Bubbler Light, 
(2)Little Whizzer Liquor Dispensers, Asstd. Beer Tap Handles, Lg. Canadian 
Club Bottle, Happy Drunk Chalkware Lamp, Sam Adams Beer Bottle Plasma 
Lamp, Budweiser Cash Register Topper, Jack Daniels Diecast Tractor Trailer 
Toy, Household & Miscellaneous items, Too much to list.

CASH OR CHECK, SEATING, 
FOOD & RESTROOMS AVAILABLE.

AUCTIONEER: 
ROBERT B KITCHEN - AU002917L

(814)505-7308

Valentine’s Day is a 
bright light in the mid-
dle of the winter . Come 
February 14, sweethearts 
celebrate their love and 
affection for one anoth-
er on this day devoted to 
happy couples.

The origin of Valen-
tine’s Day has generated 
much speculation over 
the years. Most early 
accounts do not point to 
heart-shaped boxes filled 
with chocolates. Rather, a 
few distinctive tales may 
paint the picture of early 
Valentine’s Day, and they 
have nothing to do with 
stuffed animals or roman-
tic dinners.

Roman festival
One of the earliest 

records of the term Valen-
tine’s Day is traced to the 
Roman festival of Luper-
calia, which was a fertil-
ity festival. This annual 
event held on February 15 
included animal sacrific-
es and priests called the 
Luperci who would take 
pieces of animal hide and 
touch it to the foreheads 
of women in the hopes it 
would make them more 
fertile. Fortunately for 
the squeamish (and the 
sacrificial animals), Pope 
Gelasius I ended Luper-
calia and replaced it with 
St. Valentine’s Day by the 
end of the fifth century.

Two or three St. 
Valentines?

Most people attribute 
the origins of Valentine’s 
Day to the holiday’s 
namesake, St. Valentine. 
But it seems that Valen-
tine was the surname of 
a few different individu-
als. According to History.
com, the Catholic Church 
recognizes at least three 
different saints named 
Valentine or Valentinus. 
One Valentine was a 
priest during the reign of 
Emperor Claudius II, who 
decided that single men 
made better soldiers than 
those with families or 
wives. Claudius outlawed 
marriage for young men. 
Valentine disagreed with 
the decree and would per-
form marriages in secret. 
Others believe it was St. 
Valentine of Terni, a bish-
op beheaded by Claudius 
II outside of Rome, who 
was the true namesake.

Yet another Valentine 

may have been jailed and 
fell in love with a jailer’s 
daughter while in prison. 
He purportedly wrote to 
her, beginning the first 
Valentine card or letter 
tradition. Other stories 
say the imprisoned Val-
entine actually was writ-
ing to a blind woman he 

purportedly healed, and 
signed the note “from 
your Valentine.”

It is hard to know who 
is who in regard to the 
name Valentine, as the 
stories and the people 
behind them are used 
interchangeably. Some 
historians believe they 

actually are the same per-
son rather than several 
Valentines, while others 
insist there were multiple 
martyred individuals. 

However you slice it, the 
defiant actions of one or 
more people named “Valen-
tine” set the course for cen-
turies of romance to follow.

Accounts vary on Valentine’s Day origins

Steer More 
Attention to Your Car

Place your ad
by Phone, Mail
or E-mail!
See page 2 for details!

Advertise your auto for sale
in the Ad Bargain Classifieds, 
and reach local buyers!

Toll Free 800-854-8228 • adbargainclassifieds@yahoo.com
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705 - Bargain Counter

4- Pittsburgh Zoo &  
Aquarium tickets, $15  
each. Expire on March 24,  
2026 (814) 236-3754

4 slice toaster $10. First  
edition 1997 NASCAR  
Monopoly, new in box,  
$20 (814)-236 -3754

4-incontinence 500 ML leg  
bags $1 each, 8- 1000ML  
$2, 8-2000ML $3 (814)  
236-3754

Coleman white gas  
stoves, $20-$35. All in  

working condition.Fishing  
rods and reels combos,  
$15 each. Fishing vest  

and reels, $5 each
(814) 414-8990

Collectible animal and dol- 
phin 8” plates by Franklin  
Bradford Danbury mints  
also some Disney, $10  
each. (814) 236-3754

FIBERGLASS WALL  
PANELS:
Washable.

Excellent for Garages,  
Kennels, Showers,  

Kitchens, Car Washes,  
Meat Processing. 

Different Colors. Also, 
Large Selection of 

Corrugated.
 MARK’S 

FIBERGLASS SALES. 
(Salem Road)

Off Routes 322 & 219,
South of DuBois,
(814) 583-5931

Hicks Yew Arborvitae  
shrub, $20 each. Rho- 
dodendrons, $20 each.  
Old grapevine, $20. (814)  
948-9519 

Women’s mule shoes,  
size 10, $5. Womans plaid  
comfort view boots, size 9,  
$10. (814) 236-3754

925 - Trucks For Sale

2009 Dodge Dart, 80,000  
miles, 4 cylinder, variable  
transmission, inspected.  

$4,000. DuBois area.
(814) 590-8643

985 - Truck Parts

1995 Toyota Tacoma, 4  
wheel drive for parting out,  
4 cylinder, 180,000 miles.  
$20. (814) 948-9519 

Crossword Puzzle
Solution on page 5

Fast and Easy
Credit Approval

1318 S. 2nd St.,
CLEARFIELD, PA

EVERYBODY GETS APPROVED!
Bad Credit       Slow Payments      Collections
No Credit         Repossessions      Judgements
Write-offs       Bankruptcy               Divorce

SPOTLIGHT VEHICLE

‘15 Chevy Tahoe

‘20 Kia Sedona - 3.6L, FWD, 99K
‘20 Jeep Gladiator - 3.6L, 4x4, 120K
‘19 Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk - 3.2L, 4x4, 149K
‘19 Jeep Cherokee - 3.2L, 4x4, 162K
‘19 Jeep Cherokee - 2.4L, FWD, 135K 
‘17 Ford F150 - 2.7L Eco-Boost, 4x4, 159K
‘17 Chevy Trax - 1.4L T, AWD, 145K
‘17 Lincoln MKX - 3.7L, AWD, 102K
‘17 Subaru Crosstrek - 2.5L, AWD, 117K
‘17 VW Beetle - 1.8L Turbo, FWD, 151K
‘16 Chevy Malibu - 1.5L Turbo, FWD, 75K
‘16 Subaru Forester - 2.5L, AWD, 168K

‘16 Ford Explorer - 3.5L, 4x4, 3rd Row, 162K
‘16 Jeep Patriot - 2.4L, 4x4, 103K
‘16 Nissan Rogue - 2.5L, FWD, 155K
‘16 Hyundai Sonata - 2.4L, FWD, 176K
‘15 Jeep Cherokee - 3.2L, 4x4, 151K
‘15 Chevy Tahoe - 5.3L, 4x4, 116K 
‘14 Hyundai Santa Fe - 2.4L, AWD, 113K 
‘13 Hyundai Accent - 1.6L, FWD, 133K
‘12 Chevy Cruze - 1.4L Turbo, FWD, 129K
‘12 Jeep Wrangler - 3.6L, 4x4, 135K
‘11 Dodge Ram 1500 - 5.7L, 4x4, 117K

www.littlesautollc.com • (814) 768-7777

5.3L, 4x4, 116K

DUNCANSVILLE ANTIQUES CO-OP

1225 3rd Avenue, Duncansville, PA 16635 • 814.317.5075
“Find us on Facebook and Instagram”

home of GREENHOUSE RECORDS and ...mad lion gallery

2927 Beale Ave, E105
Altoona, PA 16601
(814) 406-1260
www.increasehearing.com

Joshua Strickland, HIS

Your trusted partner in affordable
hearing care

In 2025, 1/3 of our patients paid $0.00 out-of-pocket
expense for their hearing aids, and hundreds more paid a 
fraction of the cost you might � nd elsewhere. Ask us how!

Obituaries
Carol J. Kephart

Carol J. Kephart, 82, of Philipsburg, PA, died on 
Monday, February 2, 2026 at her home.

Born on September 16, 1943 in Philipsburg, PA, Carol was the daughter of the late 
Harry Millard & Louise (Jones) Millard. She married Carl W. Kephart on October 19, 
1963 in (Gearhartville) Philipsburg, PA. He preceded her in death on December 4, 
2022. Carol was a member of the New Life Center in Philipsburg, PA. She retired from 
Cen-Clear Child Services in Philipsburg, PA. Carol was a 1961 graduate from the P.O. 
High School. In addition to her parents and husband, Carol was preceded in death by 
four sisters, Chrissie Millard, Sharon Schleig, Lois Sharpless, and Grace Lamb; and 
three brothers, Merle Millard, Carl Millard, and Wesley Millard. Carol is survived by a 
daughter, Lee Ann Webster (Scott) of Spring Mills, PA; two sons, Russell Kephart & 
his wife Dina of Houtzdale, PA and Leslie Kephart & his wife Susan of Charleston, SC; 
a sister, Sylvia Marko of Osceola Mills, PA; two brothers, Harry Millard of Philipsburg, 
PA, and Frank Millard & his wife Shirley of Madera, PA; eight grandchildren, Dustin, 
Christopher, Andrew, Morgan, Carson, Mali, Aaralyn, Brianna; and one great-grandson, 
Noah. A funeral service was held at the Heath Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 
LLC, at 701 Lingle St. Osceola Mills, PA. with Rev. John Dill officiating. Interment: 
Centre Cemetery in Osceola Mills, PA.

Stephen Harry “Buck” Koptchak, Sr.
Stephen Harry “Buck” Koptchak, Sr., 74, of Philipsburg, PA, died on 

Tuesday, February 3, 2026 at Penn Highlands Clearfield.
Born on October 20, 1951, in Philipsburg, PA, Stephen was the son of the late John 
& Alice (Kanour) Koptchak. He was a Chester Hill Boro Councilman. Stephen retired 
from Rushton Mining Co. In addition to his parent, Stephen was preceded in death by 
a brother, Mitchell Koptchak; and a son-in-law, Steven Holencik. He is survived by two 
daughters, Jane Ann Fischer & her husband Paul of Osceola Mills, PA, and Amber 
Holencik of Houtzdale, PA; two sons, Gregory Allen Koptchak of Curwensville, PA, and 
Stephen Harry Koptchak, Jr. & his wife Luz of Blackstone, VA; four sisters, Edna Jane 
Brown & her husband Scott of Boalsburg, PA, Julie Powell & her husband Andrew of 
Ramey, PA, Judy Bair & her husband Gene of Rebersburg, PA, and Joni Whitehead & 
her husband Timothy of Boalsburg, PA; two brothers, John K. Koptchak of Houtzdale, 
PA, and Rick L. Koptchak & his wife Debra of Osceola Mills, PA; ten grandchildren, 
Gregory Koptchak Jr., Elizabeth Koptchak, Alisha Lansberry, Sara Saxon, Carter Fischer, 
Emilee Holencik, Caitlyn Kanour, Stephen Stockwell, Jordan Stockwell, and Jason 
Koptchak; and five great-grandchildren, Hailee, Jacob, Colton, Nolan, and Wesson. A 
funeral service was held at the Heath Funeral Home & Cremation Services, LLC, at 701 
Lingle St. Osceola Mills, PA 16666, with Rev. Bruniooge officiating. Interment: Centre 
Cemetery in Osceola Mills, PA.

Lois L. Sutton
Lois L. Sutton, 84, of Cresson, passed away 

February 6, 2026, surrounded by her loving family.
Born in Ashville January 30, 1942, the daughter of the late Bernard J. and Margaret 
(McGee) Lidwell. Preceded in death by her first husband Ralph “Dutch” Krise, brothers 
John, Francis, and Thomas Lidwell, sisters Rose Peterman, Dorothy Funicelli, Patricia 
Stock, and Mary Lou Kline. She is survived by her loving husband of 33 years Thomas 
Sutton, Children Diane (Paul) Corle, Nadine Bernazzoli, Sharon (Carl) Smith, James 
(Alison) Sutton, Matt Sutton, and Dana (Greg) Shaffer. Also survived by her brother 
Michael (Agnes) Lidwell, twelve grandchildren, and five great grandchildren as well as 
her good friend Donna Stoy. Lois was a member of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church 
where she had been a member of the choir along with the mainline Christian Chorus, as 
well as a member of the Cresson American Legion Auxiliary unit 238. She had retired 
as department manager at Kmart, Altoona. An avid reader, she also loved to walk and 
at one time bowled in the retired women’s league of Altoona. Above everything, she 
loved spending time with her grandchildren. A Funeral Mass was celebrated at St. 
Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Cresson, the Rev. Leo Arnone celebrant. Committal: 
St. Francis Xavier Cemetery.

Michael Edward “Ed” Bem
Michael Edward “Ed” Bem, 92, of Gallitzin, passed away 

February 8, 2026.
Born September 30, 1933 in Gallitzin, son of the late Stanley and Caroline (Zagata) 
Bem.  He is preceded in death by his wife, Leona M. (Wilt) Bem; brothers Walter, 
Bernard, Joseph, and Felix Bem; and sisters Edna Message, Tillie Gaida, Mary 
Adams, Catherine Klisiewicz, Eleanor Fischer, and Dorothy Stock. Survived by children 
Michael, Jr (Rose) Bem, Joseph “Larry” (Jean) Bem, Richard (Beth) Bem, Kathy (Jeff 
Harpster) Storm, and Robert (Christine) Bem.  Also survived by 12 grandchildren, 14 
great-grandchildren, and 3 great-great-grandchildren. Ed was a U.S. Army veteran, 
serving in the Korean War. He retired in 1996 from St. Francis University’s Maintenance 
Department. He loved being outside; hunting, fishing, and mowing, still tending to the 
lawn all the way until last summer. A Funeral Mass was celebrated at St. Demetrius 
Catholic Church, Gallitzin; Rev. Fr. Albert Ledoux, officiating. Interment: St. Mary’s 
Catholic Cemetery.

Burtis W. Dixon
Burtis W. Dixon, 75, of West Decatur, beloved husband, father and 

grandfather, passed away Tuesday, February 3, 2026, 
at his home surrounded by his family.

Born August 11, 1950, in Bigler, the son of Wallace and Violet (Maines) Dixon. Mr. 
Dixon had been employed with Glen Gery Brick for 45 years. He was a lifetime member 
of the Clearfield FOE Aerie 812. Burtis is survived by his wife, Judy (Condon) Dixon, three 
children: Tracey Vorpagel (Edward), Brad Dixon (Lara Sager) and Kristen Smith (Donny), 
six grandchildren: Haley McCall (Joe), Madison Vorpagel, Luke Dixon, Lucy Dixon, 
Aspen Smith and Alayna Smith and a great grandson, George McCall. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, two sisters: Shirley Ann and Shelia and a granddaughter, Alexa. 
Honoring Mr. Dixon’s wishes there will be no public visitation or services.

Shirley E. Shaffer
Shirley E. Shaffer, 89, of Clearfield, passed away 

Saturday, February 7, 2026, surrounded by family and friends,
 at Penn Highlands DuBois.

Born January 30, 1937, in Brookville, the daughter of John O. and Lulu S. (Heller) 
Welsh. Shirley worked at various places throughout her life, but most of all she enjoyed 
watching her grandchildren, sewing, gardening and baking. She was a longtime 
member of Trinity United Methodist Church, Clearfield where she participated in 
the Friendship Sunday School Class and volunteered for many different activities. 
Shirley is survived by her two children: Kimberly Dickinson and her husband Joseph 
of Chesapeake, VA and Stephen Shaffer and his wife Wendy of Curwensville; three 
grandchildren: Joshua Shaffer, Benjamin Shaffer and Amanda Ruffner Johnson; three 
great grandchildren: Corbyn, Clara and Amelia Johnson and numerous nieces and 
nephews. She was the last member of her generation having been preceded in death 
by her parents, six brothers: Willis, Wayne, Dale, Charles, Floyd and Robert Welsh, 
a sister, Dorothy Mauk, three half-brothers: Oral, Ernest and Clint Welsh and four 
half-sisters: Madge Howe, Geraldine Vasbinder, Helen Wolfe and Florence Macuga. 
Funeral services were held at the Bennett and Houser Funeral Home, Inc., Clearfield, 
with Dr. C. Frederick Ralston officiating. Interment: Vandervort Cemetery, Summerville. 

Obituaries Courtesy of: 
Heath’s Funeral Home 

Bennett & Houser Funeral Home, Inc
Kruise-Spewock Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc 

McQuown Funeral; 
Gibbons Funeral Homes 

Beezer-Heath Funeral Home & Cremation Services
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DAYTONA 500DAYTONA 500

STATE INSPECTIONS/
EMISSIONS INSPECTIONS

Over 48 Years Of 
Experience & Service

Specializing In Auto & 
Light Truck Repairs

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-4:30 P.M. 

FRANK’S AUTO
SERVICE 
CENTER

400 S. LOGAN BLVD. UNIT 3,
ALTOONA, PA 16602-5661

814-943-4942

SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

Mark your calendars now for an exciting new 
NASCAR race at a military base. 

There will be a different host for the All-Star 
Race, and a new location for the championship 
� nale. A track that was previously considered 
forgotten will make a dramatic comeback. 

In all, the upcoming season will feature 38 
races – including 36 points events and two 
non-points races. Everything kicks off with the 
Clash exhibition race scheduled for Feb. 1, 
2026, followed by the Daytona 500 on Feb. 
15. The 2026 racing year concludes with the 
championship � nal on Nov. 8, at Homestead-
Miami Speedway. This marks Homestead’s return 
as the championship venue for the � rst time 
since 2019, taking over after Phoenix Raceway 
was reassigned in the 10-race playoff schedule. 

This apparently begins an exciting new rotation 
of the championship race among different tracks 
on an anticipated annual basis. 

In addition to Homestead’s reinstatement 
as the championship track, there are three 
other signi� cant modi� cations to the 2026 
schedule: A temporary street circuit has been 
introduced at Naval Base Coronado in San 
Diego. Chicagoland Speedway in Joliet, Illinois, 
is making a comeback after being absent for 
six years. To accommodate the addition of San 
Diego and Chicagoland, NASCAR will not return 
to either Mexico City or the Chicago Street 
Course, a temporary track located in downtown 
Chicago that has hosted Cup races for the last 
three years.

In June 2025, Mexico City was the site of the 

� rst international Cup points race since the 
1950s, but logistical challenges (including 
� nding a suitable date that worked for both 
NASCAR and the city) hindered plans for a 
return. Reports said NASCAR hopes to return to 
Mexico City and Chicago in 2027. 

The race at Watkins Glen International will shift 
from its usual summer date back to Mother’s 
Day weekend. This adjustment will set a record 
as the earliest in the year for a NASCAR race at 
the venue in the Finger Lakes region of upstate 
New York. Other tracks with date changes from 
2025 to 2026, include Darlington Raceway 
in March, Kansas Speedway in April, Pocono 
Raceway in June, Sonoma Raceway in June, 
EchoPark Speedway in July, New Hampshire 
Motor Speedway in August, and Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway in October.

Winning last year meant membership in a pretty 
small club. 

There were only 14 different race winners, the 
fewest unique champions since 2020 when just 
13 drivers claimed victory. Then the whole thing 
ended in an incredibly unexpected twist.

Kyle Larson secured his second championship 
without leading any laps in Phoenix. Instead, he 
took advantage of a late caution and opted for 
a two-tire pit-stop strategy. His surprising win 
followed notable internal challenges within the 
No. 5 team. Now Larson is hoping to replicate 
this success next year to join Joey Logano as an 
active three-time champion. 

Denny Hamlin delivered his own standout season, 
clinching six victories while coming very close to 
his � rst championship title. He led 208 out of 312 
laps in the championship race, only to be thwarted 
by a late caution and a risky tire strategy that 
ultimately cost him the win in overtime. It was a 
gut-wrenching loss for the No. 11 car.

William Byron began 2025 by winning the 
Daytona 500 for the second year in a row, then 
followed that with his � rst Regular Season 
Championship. That ensured a third consecutive 
appearance in the Championship 4. Meanwhile, 
Austin Dillon led 107 laps in the Cup Series and 
secured a win at Richmond Raceway. It was the 
most laps led by the No. 3 car in a Cup Series 
event since Dale Earnhardt’s unforgettable 
victory in 1998’s Daytona 500. 

Christopher Bell’s season was highlighted by 
four victories, with three coming in consecutive 
weeks. He began in the Round of 8 with a 
37-point advantage over the cutline but saw 
his quest for the 
Championship 4 halted 
at Martinsville. Critics 
blamed late-race 
execution for Bell’s 
failure to build on his 
strong regular-season 

performance. 

NASCAR’s subsequent offseason was marked by 
tragedy. A plane crash killed former Cup Series 
star Greg Bif� e, his wife, his daughter and his 
son, along with three others. 

Former X� nity Series driver Michael Annett 
passed away unexpectedly on the same day RFK 
Racing driver Brad Keselowski saw his season 
threatened by a broken leg. 

Then a home belonging to Joe Gibbs Racing 
driver Denny Hamlin’s parents burned down in 
North Carolina. His father was killed and his 
mother was critically injured.

Your 2026 Checklist

A Look Back at 2025

MARTINWATER.COM I 814-217-8400
*Free water test includes hardness, iron, ph, tds, chlorine & sulfur. Financing requires credit approval and is not valid toward prior sales. Offers are mutually exclusive & cannot be combined 
with other promotions or applied to prior sales. $400 off applies to systems with a twin tank softener & a K5. $100 will be deducted from total cost when purchasing a system with only one of 

those two units. Offers Expire 02/28/26

LIMITED-TIME OFFER

$100 OFF
A Whole House 

System or
K5®Drinking Water 

Station

LIMITED-TIME OFFER

$400
DOUBLE SAVINGS
When You Purchase Both 
a Whole House System 
& a K5®Drinking Water 

Station

SPECIAL FINANCING

24 MONTH 
SPECIAL 

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

The year the United 
States came to be was 
an interesting time to 
be alive, particularly for 
those living in colonial 
America. The American 
Revolutionary War began 
in 1776, and much of the 
year was marked by events 
stemming from that con-
flict. Below are some of 
the more notable events 
to take place during a year 
that has come to symbol-
ize so much to generations 
of Americans.

•	Thomas Paine publish-
es his 47-page pamphlet 
Common Sense in Phil-
adelphia on January 10. 
Initially published anon-
ymously, the pamphlet is 
considered a watershed 
moment in American 
history, as Paine’s easily 
digestible writing style 
appealed to the mass-
es, helping promote his 
arguments that encour-
aged common people to 
fight for an egalitarian 
government.

•	The Battle of Moore’s 
Creek Bridge takes place 
near Wilmington, North 
Carolina on February 
27. The battle is sparked 
when loyalists, after 
storming across a bridge 
over Moore’s Creek, 
attack a group of men 
they believe to be rebels. 
Though the engagement 
was brief, two loyalist 
leaders are killed, anoth-
er is captured and the 
force is scattered. The 
failed attempt later com-
plicated efforts to recruit 
loyalists in the area to 
fight.

•	The Fifth Virginia Con-
vention is held in Wil-
liamsburg between 
May 6 and July 5. The 
meeting of the Patriot 
legislature of Virginia 
ultimately leads to the 

declaration of Virginia 
as an independent state 
and the production of the 
Virginia Declaration of 
Rights, which asserts the 
state’s right to reform or 
abolish any form of gov-
ernment it deems inade-
quate.

•	Thomas Hickey becomes 
an early casualty of the 
burgeoning conflict 
between the colonies 
and England when the 
Irish-born soldier is the 
first to be executed by 
the Continental Army 
for “mutiny, sedition, 
and treachery” on June 
28 in New York City. 
Hickey had been part of 
a protective detail for 
General George Wash-
ington but was briefly 
jailed for passing coun-
terfeit money. During 
that brief incarceration, 
Hickey told a fellow pris-
oner he was part of a 
conspiracy, and reports 
ultimately indicated he 
might have been part of 
a plot to assassinate Gen-
eral Washington, which 
proved enough to war-
rant his execution.

•	An uptick incidents of 
violence between Native 
Americans and settlers 
in Kentucky was a rip-
ple effect of the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War, 
and that increase in 
aggression was behind 
the capture of Jemima 
Boone and the Callaway 
girls on July 14. Days 
later Daniel Boone led 
a successful attempt to 
rescue his daughter and 
Elizabeth and Frances 
Callaway, who were 
the children of Colonel 
Richard Callaway, one of 
the first white settlers 
in Kentucky. A fiction-
alized version of the 
incident was included in 
James Fennimore Coo-

per’s novel The Last of 
the Mohicans.

•	The Great Fire of New 
York destroys as much 
as 25 percent of all build-
ings in New York City as 
it burns through areas 
in lower Manhattan on 
September 20 and 21. 
The fire broke out short-
ly after British forces 
began occupying the city. 
While each side accused 
the other of arson in the 
aftermath of the fire, 
historians dispute such 
assertions, noting the 
fire likely started with 
burning rooftop debris 
before windy conditions 
spread the conflagration 
to surrounding build-
ings.

Notable events in 
colonial America in 1776
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By Colette Costlow

ccostlow@altoonamirror.com 

O n the morning of 
her daughter’s first 
birthday, Echo 

Yoder went upstairs to 
change the baby’s Diaper 
Genie, but she “felt weird” 
and sat down on the bed. 

When she couldn’t 
get back up, her mom, 
Tammy Kincaid, stepped 
in to help and took Echo 
to Conemaugh Nason, 
which in turn sent her by 
helicopter to Conemaugh 
Memorial Medical Center 
in Johnstown.

On that day, Oct. 11, 2025, 
at 31 years of age, Echo suf-
fered a stroke.

In the months that fol-
lowed, Echo, filled with 
determination, worked 
hard to regain what she 
had lost and, while she 
still has a bit to go, she 
and her husband Jonathan 
showed off her fighting 
spirit during the 2026 Penn-
sylvania State Farm Show, 
where they gave a pre-
sentation about “farming, 
homesteading and over-
coming obstacles,” encour-
aging others to continue in 
the face of darkness.

“I will work every day 
to show my kids what it 
means to keep going,” Echo 
said. “My goal is to get 
stronger than ever. I won’t 
be defined by my stroke.” 

Fiercely farm 
Echo was born on a beef 

farm in 1995 to Larry and 

Tammy Kincaid of Rock-
wood, where she learned 
work ethic and farming 
techniques with her broth-
er, Williams Kincaid. 

“Growing up on the farm 
was hard work, but we 
learned to appreciate and 
value life,” she said. 

“We would get up before 
school, go to the barn, and 
then do barnwork again 
after school.”

Larry recalls Echo’s 
frequent journeys to their 
barn during snowstorms 
worse than last week’s 
blizzard. When their goats 
were kidding, she was “out 
there constantly,” he said.

While working on the 
farm, Echo attended school 
at Rockwood Area School 
District in Somerset Coun-
ty before switching to PA 
Cyber Charter School her 
freshman year. After grad-
uating in 2012, Echo attend-
ed Pennsylvania Highlands 
Community College, earn-
ing an associate’s degree in 
criminal justice in 2014. 

And she kept on farming, 
noting that was one of the 
perks of a community col-
lege.

Echo met her husband 
Jonathan through 4-H, 
bonding over their mutual 
love of cows, Echo’s moth-
er-in-law, Lois Yoder, said.

The pair married in 
2018 and set up their Imler 
farm, Echo Springs Farm, 
where they practice sus-
tainable farming methods 
and offer self-sustainability 
classes that teach canning, 
food preservation and 
holistic remedies. 

Because they both grew 
up farming, there was 
“never a question if we 
would farm,” Echo said. 
“We both live for the farm 
life.”

Welcoming their first 
child, Frances Susan, in 
2020, Echo and Jonathan 
went on to create a family 
of five on the farm, aiming 
to “leave the land better 
than they found it, nurtur-
ing the next generation of 
farmers who will carry on 
their legacy and love for 
the ​land,” their website 
states. 

‘Prayers, love and 
support’

The family’s love of 
farming and their ties with 
the community have been 
stabilizing forces as Echo 

fought through the effects 
of the stroke and diagnosis 
of two blood clots and a 
small bleed at the bottom of 
her brain stem.

That first day, when the 
stroke symptoms were still 
developing, Echo’s dad 
was sitting in a tree stand, 
feeling helpless because he 
couldn’t help his daughter. 

“Thank God for cell-
phones,” he said, adding 
he was kept up-to-date 
throughout the process. 

In the hospital, Echo’s 
best friend Erin Jay cried. 
“Not out of sadness, but 
out of pure relief that my 
friend was still here.”

Echo was hooked up to 
machines, couldn’t talk or 
swallow, developed vision 
issues and had some paral-
ysis.

“And even then, I could 
see it in her eyes. She was 
ready to fight like hell,” 
Jay said. 

Jonathan was steadfast 
by his wife’s side, fight-
ing with her and for her, 
while also taking care of 
their family, the farm and 
keeping the community 
up to date on her progress 
through regular Facebook 
posts.

Once critical hospital 
treatment ended, Echo 
was transferred to Encom-
pass Health Rehabilita-
tion Hospital, Altoona, 
where she had to relearn 
much of what is taken for 
granted.

After passing a swal-
low test, moving from a 
wheelchair to a walker and 
finally to a cane, and after 
hours spent working to get 
stronger, Echo returned 
to her Imler home 34 days 
after her stroke.

Written like a poem on 
Facebook, where friends 
and family received daily 
updates, Echo wrote on 
Nov. 21: “What have I 
learned in 6 weeks … 
All strokes are different; 
strokes have their own 
timeline; how to swallow; 
how to move my leg and 
foot; how to move my arm 
and hand; how to grip 
things; who has my back; 
who will be there no mat-
ter what; life doesn’t go 
as planned; don’t take the 
small things for granted.”

She ended with: “I want 
to thank everyone for the 
continued prayers, love 
and support.”

The prayers, love and 
support referenced in posts 
by Jonathan and Echo 
throughout her recovery 
show the family’s great 
appreciation for the com-
munity.

While she and her fam-
ily were dealing with life 
changes, her best friend set 
up a GoFundMe account to 
help with medical and trav-
el expenses. Area churches 
made donations and  
residents offered their food  
and time. Tammy Kincaid  
organized a spaghetti  
dinner in Somerset Coun-
ty, and Lois Yoder collected  
34 baskets for a raffle in 
Bedford County. 

Community support was 
“just overwhelming,” her 
parents said, adding that 
everyone helped during 
their time of need. 

Echo always donated 
produce to local churches, 
so it was heartwarming to 
see “it come back,” her dad 
said. 

“People you didn’t know 
were your friends stepped 
up,” Lois said. “We’re very 
fortunate that we live in 
an area where people still 
know their neighbors and 
care.”

In an effort to give back 
to the community and to 
show their appreciation, 
Echo and Jonathan held an 
open house on Thanksgiv-
ing Day, inviting everyone 
and anyone to stop in, say 
hi and enjoy turkey and 
other goodies.

‘Each day  
is a new day’ 

Today, nearly four 
months after her stroke, 
Echo said she’s still recov-
ering, gaining strength and 
coordination. 

“Each day is a new day,” 
she said. “I’m getting better 

and stronger, 
but (there’s) 
still a long 
road ahead.” 

Loved ones 
have also 
reflected on 
Echo’s journey, 
commending her 
resilience. 

“She shows 
people that even 
when life blind-
sides you, even when your 
world flips upside down in 
a single moment, you can 
still rise,” Jay said. “You 
can still become some-
one even stronger than 
before.”

Lois believes that if any-
one has determination, it’s 
her daughter-in-law. “She’s 
determined to go back to 
work and be her old self 
again.”

From week to week, 
Larry said he can see his 
daughter’s progress. He 
has “no doubt” that she 
will regain strength. 

“Give up is not in our 
vocabulary,” he said. “We 
may lose, but we go down 
fighting.” 

As Echo works on her 
health and wellness, she 
wants people to “realize 
even if someone looks OK, 
that doesn’t mean they are 
OK.” 

“Overcoming things like 
a stroke is difficult, and the 
public makes it more diffi-
cult,” she said. 

Regardless, she refuses 
to let her stroke “reframe 
my life.”

750 - Pets For Sale

4 PUG PUPPIES
2 males & 2 females

4 Fawn 
Socialized & very friendly.  

Vet checked, $400
(814) 766-2093

Australian Shepherd Mix  
Puppies. $50 obo
(814) 661-6151

Mini Dachshund Puppies  
1 Female & 1 male. Vet  
checked, vaccinated &  
dewormed. Registered.  

$1200 each.
(814) 766-2218

One year old male Poodle
AKC registered
(570) 816-8051

Williamsburg
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810 - Help Wanted
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Courtesy photos

Echo and Jonathan Yoder stand with their children 
and five sheep in August after showing at the Somer-
set County Fair.

The Yoder 
file
Name: Echo Yoder

Parents: Larry and Tammy 
Kincaid

Age: 31

Education: 2012 PA Cyber 
Charter School graduate; 
2014 Penn Highlands 
Community College grad-
uate with an associate’s 
degree in criminal justice. 

Occupation: Co-owner/
operator of Echo Springs 
Farm

Family: Husband,  
Jonathan; three children: 
Frances Susan, 5, Mark 
Sawyer, 3, and Opal 
Sophia, 1

Courtesy photos

Echo Yoder is pictured with 
her children: Frances Susan, 
5, Mark Sawyer, 3, and Opal 
Sophia, 1. Below: Echo and 
Jonathan Yoder are seen on 
their way to the state Farm 
Show.

Fighting spirit
Imler woman making comeback 
after recovering from stroke
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The Greater Altoona Career & Technology Center 
(GACTC) needs your help to train the next generation.  

In addition to a rewarding career, the GACTC offers 
a robust benefits package for full time (FT) positions 

including: health, dental, and vision, a pension/
retirement plan, and paid time off… to name just a few!

The following opportunities are available:

 Full Time, 12 Month Positions
 •  Accounting Specialist • School Police Officer

Postsecondary (Adult) Instructors
 • Adjunct Instructor for Welding, PT
 • Practical Nursing, PT 
 •  Adjunct Instructor for PA Vehicle Safety

Inspection Training, PT 

 Other Positions 
 • Instructional Aide, PT • Security Greeter, PT

To learn more about any of these positions and the 
required application procedure, please visit

www.gactc.edu/employment.
EOE

Full-time, 12-month administrative 
position. Qualifications include a 
Bachelor’s Degree from an accredited 
college or university in accounting, 
business management, or related  field. 
Three to five years working experience in 
the field of accounting with prior school 
district or governmental accounting 
and supervisory experience preferred. 
Responsible for the overall accounting, 
finances, and budgeting for the school 
district with supervision over human 
resources, payroll/ benefits, accounts 
payable, accounts receivable, tax office, 
and PDE state reporting. Excellent 
computer skills and communication skills.

Please visit www.tyrone.k12.pa.us 
for a detailed job description and 

instructions to apply.
Deadline: February 20, 2026 

EOE

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/ 
BOARD SECRETARY

TYRONE AREA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

If you want it, 
you’ll find it in the

814-946-7422
CLASSIFIEDS

To Advertise Here, Call 814-946-7422 or
Email classifieds@altoonamirror.com.

LOCAL EMPLOYERS ARE HIRING!
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LOGAN TOWNSHIP IS HIRING! 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE 

MANAGER/ACCOUNTING CLERK 
Logan Township is hiring an Administrative Assistant/Accounting 
Clerk for its Administration Department because of an upcoming 
retirement. This is a rare opportunity for an organized, analytical 
person with attention to detail, ability to solve problems and the ability 
to provide excellent customer service to our residents, Board members 
and employees! 
The successful candidate should have 5-8 years of experience performing 
clerical, accounting and administrative tasks. Associate or Bachelor’s 
degree in accounting is preferred. This job entails processing payroll 
and accounts payable, reconciling accounts, maintaining filing systems, 
proficiency using Microsoft Word, Excel and Outlook, problem solving 
and being exceptionally organized and accurate. The ability to work 
with elected officials, municipal employees, and residents is a necessity. 
The successful candidate must pass a physical, including drug screen 
and background check. Salary is dependent on qualifications and 
includes the Township's excellent pay, generous benefit package and a 
pleasant work environment. You must be a resident of Blair County and 
possess a valid Pennsylvania driver’s license. 

To apply, access an application online at
logantownship-pa.gov or send a letter of interest,

salary history and resume to: 
Tim Brown, Township Manager 

Logan Township 
100 Chief Logan Circle 

Altoona, PA 16602 
or email the required information to:

employment@logantownship-pa.gov
All resumes and applications must be received

no later than February 16, 2026. 
__________________________________________

PART TIME JANITOR
The Township of Logan will accept applications for the position of 
part-time Janitor due to an upcoming retirement. The successful 
candidate will have excellent time management skills, ability to work 
independently, take pride in their work and have attention to detail and 
a commitment to cleanliness. The position is a five hour (5) per day 
job, typically between 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday-Friday.
Prior janitorial experience is preferred. The successful candidate must 
pass a physical including drug screen and background check and fit 
to work analysis. Hourly pay depends on qualifications. You must be 
a resident of Blair County and possess a valid Pennsylvania driver’s 
license. 

To apply, access an application online at logantownship-pa.gov or 
send a letter of interest, pay history and resume to: 

Tim Brown, Township Manager 
Logan Township 

100 Chief Logan Circle 
Altoona, PA 16602 

or email the required information to: 
employment@logantownship-pa.gov

All resumes and applications must be received
no later than February 16, 2026. 

LOGAN TOWNSHIP IS AN
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

We are seeking a skilled Metallurgical Lab 
Technician to support our materials testing 
and quality assurance operations. The ideal 
candidate will perform metallurgical analyses, 
operate laboratory equipment, and ensure 
compliance with industry standards. This role 
is critical in maintaining the integrity and 
performance of metal components through 
precise testing and documentation.
Key Responsibilities
• Conduct metallurgical tests including 

hardness, tensile strength, 
microstructure analysis, and chemical 
composition evaluation.

• Operate and maintain laboratory equipment
• Perform both destructive and non-destructive 

testing on metals and alloys.
• Calibrate and troubleshoot instruments to 

ensure accurate results.
• Document and report test findings, 

maintaining detailed records in 
compliance with quality standards.

Qualifications
• Degree in Metallurgy, Materials Science, or 

related field; Bachelor’s degree preferred.
• 2+ years of experience in a metallurgical or 

materials testing laboratory preferred.
• Proficiency with laboratory software, data 

analysis, and technical reporting.
• Strong understanding of metallography, 

heat treatment, and failure analysis.
• Excellent attention to detail, organizational 

skills, and ability to work independently 
or in a team. 

METALLURGICAL
LAB TECHNICIAN

Send resume to:
kalbert@federalcarbide.com

• CDL Laborers
• Non-CDL Laborers  

Apply Today: www.altoonawater.gov

810 - Help Wanted 810 - Help Wanted810 - Help Wanted 810 - Help Wanted 810 - Help Wanted 810 - Help Wanted 810 - Help Wanted 810 - Help Wanted

It Pays to Advertise in the Classifieds
Call 814-946-7422 • Altoona Mirror

TOP 
JOBs

Listed
every

Tuesday
in the

Altoona
Mirror

Is your company 
looking to hire?

Call or Email 
Classifieds to learn 

more about our 
help wanted 

package deals!

814-946-7422
classifieds@

altoonamirror.com

SM250015 EN_EX_USA   |   Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111    Inogen® Rove 4™ and Inogen® Rove 6™ are trademarks of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

USES: The Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrator provides a high concentration of supplemental oxygen to patients requiring respiratory therapy on a prescriptive basis. It may be used in home, institution, vehicle, and various mobile environments. DO NOT USE IF: This device is not intended to 
be used in any way other than described in the indications for use. Do not use in parallel or series with other oxygen concentrators or oxygen therapy devices. This device is to be used as an oxygen supplement and is not intended to be life sustaining or life supporting. ONLY use this product if 
the patient is capable of spontaneous breath, able to inhale and exhale without the use of a machine. The conserving, or pulse dose, oxygen delivery technique used by this device is contraindicated in persons whose breathing during normal resting would be unable to trigger the device. Proper 
device triggering, setup and operation must be confirmed by an experienced clinician or other respiratory professional. Not for pediatric use. Not for use by tracheotomized patients. WARNINGS: The device produces enriched oxygen gas, which accelerates combustion. Do not allow smoking or 
open flames within 2m (6.56ft) of this device while in use. If you feel ill or uncomfortable, or if the concentrator does not signal an oxygen pulse and you are unable to hear and/or feel the oxygen pulse, consult your equipment provider and/or your physician immediately. If you are unable to 
communicate discomfort, you may require additional monitoring and or a distributed alarm system to convey the information about the discomfort and or the medical urgency to your responsible caregiver to avoid harm. Use only spare parts recommended by the manufacturer to ensure proper 
function and to avoid the risk of fire and burns. To avoid danger of choking or strangulation hazard, keep cords away from children and pets. TALK TO YOUR HEALTH CARE PROVIDER: The oxygen flow setting must be determined and recorded for each patient individually by the prescriber, including 
the configuration of the device, its parts, and the accessories. It is the responsibility of the patient to periodically reassess the setting(s) of the therapy for effectiveness. The proper placement and positioning of the prongs of the nasal cannula in the nose is critical for oxygen to be delivered.

Inogen®
Portable Oxygen Concentrators

CALL US NOW
for a FREE Doctor Discussion Guide

1-855-398-0630

Leave the
tanks at home.

Convert the air around you into medical-grade 

oxygen. At just under 3 lbs.*, Inogen® lightweight 

and compact portable oxygen concentrators 

easily deliver your prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.9lbs. with a standard battery
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LOCAL Business & Service

Furniture Clock Repair

2225 Ruth Way, Johnstown PA 15904  

www.youngamericanfurniture.com
Free Delivery and Set Up • Open Monday through Thursday 9-7 & Friday 9-5
Overlooking the new Geistown Roundabout Rt. 56 and Rt. 756 Intersection

814-266-6513

Furniture!
The State’s Largest Selection Of 

Mechanical, Electrical, Quartz, 
Cuckoo, & Grandfather Clock. 

Clock Restoration, 
Home Service Repair & Sales 

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL BOB 814-941-0666

BOLLINGER CLOCK REPAIR

NotariesConstruction

Specializing in Metal Roofing, Pole Barns, Siding, 
Soffit/Fascia, Decks, Seamless Gutters

DANIEL’S ROOFING

Fully Insured(814) 330-9048

PA 168727 NOTARY & COPY STOP

401 SIXTH AVENUE, ALTOONA • 319 S. LOGAN BLVD, LAKEMONT

Like 
Us On

LAKEMONT 814-949-7070/814-946-4114 ALTOONA

PENNDOT AUTHORIZED MESSENGER SVC.
INSTANT ONLINE VEHICLE TITLING/

RENEWALS, BOATS, ATV, SNOWMOBILES 
*STATE/SVC FEES APPLY

Concrete & Masonry

PA#149659

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTOR

944-7429 ask for John

ALL PHASES OF HOME REMODELING

FULLY  
INSURED 

FREE  
ESTIMATE

NOW! 
CLEAN
OUTS

Specializing In Concrete & Masonry

Painting & Papering Painting & Papering

R.L. Waddell Painting & Decorating Inc.
BLAIR COUNTY’S FINEST IN ALL YOUR PAINTING NEEDS!

Randy L. Waddell, Owner • Office: 814-944-5244 • Cell: 814-931-1453

Specializing
in Interior of
your Home or

Church!

• High Ceilings
• Walls
• Woodwork
• Large Stairwells
• Foyers
• Kitchen Cupboards

•  Waterproofi ng Basements
•  Wood Preservation of All

Wood Homes & Log Homes
• Varnishing  • Staining
• Removing Wallpaper
• Exterior of your Home

OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Home Improvement Home Improvement

Estate Services

Call Us At 814-317-6511
No Obligation Consultations

Tri County Estate Service
• Estates, Moving, Downsizing
•  Complete Cleanout Services
•  Experienced, 

Knowledgeable and 
Dedicated

• Bonded and Insured

Tree Services

Serving 
the Area 

Since
2001

New Tree
Planting and
Replacing

814-943-3171
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Trimming

• Dead Wooding
• Pruning

Notaries

ELI’S CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

• Roofing • Siding • Decks
• Garages • Some Interior

Fully Insured
PA 185540

For a FREE Estimate
Call 814-939-8006

Quality
DUNKLE SERVICES

PENN DOT AUTH.
ON LINE MESSENGER SVC

Same Day License Renewals! 
Vehicle/Driver Licenses Notary/Title Trans./T. Tags
ATVs, Boats, Snowmobiles, State/Svc. Fees Apply

303 UNION AVE. 814-941-1022 OR 814-941-1023

Construction

DIRECTORY
Landscaping

JJ Sinisi Landscaping Lawn Care Inc.

814-949-1993 JJSinisiLandscaping.com
Free Estimates • Quality • Prompt • ProfessionalPA#001397

Lawn Care • Lawn Installation 
 Landscaping Cleanups & Mulching

Fall & Spring Cleanups • Landscaping Installation
Shrub Trimming & Maintenance • Retaining Walls 

 Paver Installation • Bobcat Services
Stump Grinding • Snow Removal & Salting

Carpet CleaningCarpet Cleaning

814-944-3644    www.MonarchRugCleaning.com

Monarch Rug CleaningMonarch Rug CleaningMonarch Rug CleaningMonarch Rug Cleaning
Pick Up & Delivery
or SAVE 20%or or SAVE 20%SAVE 20%

on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry on Cash & Carry 
5th Avenue & 9th Street • Altoona

Health Insurance

Got Health Insurance Questions?

• Group Benefits • Individual Plans
• Medicare/Turning 65

thehealthinsuranceplace.com

Altoona
Station Medical Center

(814) 201-2829

Johnstown
508 Luray Avenue

(814) 266-8383

WE HAVE YOUR ANSWERS!

General Contractor

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Interior & Exterior Painting, 

Remodeling, Bathrooms, Tile, Flooring, 
Decks & Porches, General Contracting

FULLY 
INSURED

SMALL TO LARGE JOBS GIVE US A CALL 
814-935-0964

Gutters

The Gutterman
5” and 6” Seamless 
Gutters installation 
cleaning repair | guards
Protect the structural integrity of your home with our 
maintenance-free seamless gutters.

Brian George Construction
814-932-1442 PA#033756

Firewood

CUT, SPLIT, AND DELIVERED
$175 PER LOAD

(Call for prices outside the Altoona Area.)

SEASONED FIREWOOD
814-761-3180

Place Your Ad Here!
Call Stephanie! 

814-949-7018

Fencing

Specializing in All Types of Fencing

Let Us Fence You In!
OFFICE:

PA046711

Owner/Operator
Caleb Marshall

Owner/Operator
Michael Kustenbauder

FREE ESTIMATES

814-937-2336 814-574-6298warriorsmarkfencing.com
814-632-8526

R.M.B ROOFING 
Specializing in Metal & Shingled Roofing
• Siding • Decks • & More

FULLY INSURED • AMISH OWNED
814-249-6510

Roo� ng

It’s not too early to schedule your

Contact one of these fabulous local businesses today!
Coming March 23-27

Contact your Sales Representative today!
or email tbrooks@altoonamirror.com

PEOPLE & PROGRESS

PLACE

HERE!HERE!

YOUR AD

Landscaping & Excavation

bgtreesnursery.com • PA202615 • Fully Insured

Find us on Facebook!

814-360-2796

PA#99178

Basement   
Leaking   
AGAIN?

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!  
814-505-5427

• French Drains  
• Sump Pumps 
• Foundation Repairs 
• Mold Removal  
•  Restoration &  

Waterproofing
• Crawl Spaces

Se
rvi

ng
  

Blai
r C

ou
nty

Call 814-949-7018


